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Lambe, Aquinas Yeater, Isidore Bafrau, Henry Carter, Paul Chamberlain, Alphonse Gross, 

Daniel Doherty, Luke de la Motte, Theodore Coon, David McKenna, Leo DePinto, Joseph 

Ziegler, Aidan Dunleavy, Vianney Flick, James Murray, Hilarion Flanagan, Martin Shea, Luke 

Baldwin, Neal Evans, Frederick Steinbach, DePaul McHugh, Aloysius Moliner, Leo Hengy, 

Victor Marshall, Matthew Kirwan, Mark Waite, Frank Norris, Shaun Theis, Christopher 

OôLeary, Regis McShea, Felix Fournier, Kilian White, Flavian Guglucci, Brendan Corkery, 

Ignatius Callaghan, Loyola Rocha, Samuel Aragon, Bonaventure Redman, Dominic Russo, 

Stephen Daley, Simeon Norton, DeSales Sermersheim, Xavier Greene, Anthony Mantel, Emile 

Potter, Thomas Weir, Nicholas Connolly, Gerard Langland, George Lannen, Edmund Stack, 

Vincent Parkinson, Martin Barry, Miguel Holstegge, Henry Corcoran, Daryl Ducote, Gonzaga 

Chilutti, David Sheehey,  Robert Gibbons, William Buckley, Warren Hulshof, Dean Noble, 

Richard Higgins, Carl Puls, Theodore Schienweis, and Ambrose Mudd were all assigned to 

The Venard) 

 

 The first occupant at Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania (the 

Venard) was Brother Thomas McCann. Shortly afterwards Brother 

Thomas McCann was joined by the then Father James Edward 

Walsh at the farm that was to become The Venard. Brother Thomas 

did great work on helping the fledgling school get off the ground. He 

was procurator and general overseer. He also was a great public 

relations man with the neighboring areas. He was responsible for 

most of the work that first summer along with some students, in 

preparing the school for occupancy. He also worked out of there on 

Mission Promotion. This school was where the young men joining 

Maryknoll first experienced the Society. 

   

 Brother Daniel Doherty and Brother Luke De La Motte were both teachers on the faculty.  

They taught in the Science department Brother Daniel doing Biology and Chemistry and Brother 

Luke doing Biology. 

 

Brother Stephen Daley used his skills as a former coal miner and dynamited the swimming 

pool by the lake. He also cleared much of the land in the same way there is a story about his 

expertise in that he could look at a tree trunk or boulder gauge what amount of dynamite was 

necessary and cut the sticks to that length. He never made a mistake in his estimates of how much 

dynamite would be needed to remove whatever was in the way. 

Brother Thomas 

McCann 



 

 Brother Alert Staubli, Brother Paul Chamberlain, Brother Conrad Fleisch, Brother 

David McKenna were among some of the men who maintained the building. These men 

maintained the boiler room and also handled many of the day to day repairs that occur at any 

boarding school.  

 

Brother Paul Chamberlain in addition to his daily labors continued his kite building and 

became quite good in crafting large kites. The skies over the school soon filled with Brother Paulôs 

creations. This gave hours of enjoyment to Brother Paul and his ground crews who helped him 

launch his fanciful creations.  

 

There was a time when Brother Paul decided to make a really large kite of stupendous 

proportions and to attach it to the overpass just below the Venard. He laid out the plans and then 

announced that when it was built he would go aloft in the kite to view the surrounding area. 

Needless to say those plans were quickly stopped and Brother Paul continued to build passenger - 

less kites. (Final story related to the author by Brother Vianney Flick December 2009) 

 

Brother Fredrick Steinbach, Brother Xavier Lambe, Brother Theodore Scheinweis and 

Brother Aloysius Moliner were some of the Brothers who established the farm at the Venard. Due 

to the work of these men and other Brothers and the hours of manual labor that the seminarians 

gave the farm at the Venard was very successful. Brother Albert Staubli had devised a canning 

process that was run by the boiler room engines so that in a good season fruit and vegetables could 

be put up for winter. (Autobiography of Brother Aloysius Moliner)  

 

Brother Hilarion Flanagan (Brooklyn, New York) was able to use both the livestock 

projects and the canned goods to keep both the Venard and Maryknoll, New York well fed during 

the war rationing period of the Second World War. He also seemed to find extra gasoline and tires 

when they were needed. He also refereed the basketball games and it was noted that for a man of 

his size, which was large, he was graceful and light on his feet. (Father James Lehr to the compiler) 

Brother Christopher OôLeary (Boston, Massachusetts) worked in the Business Office. There are 

many stories about Brother Chrisô great memory and poor eyesight. How Brother Chris would take 

the money for deposit but only do the entries twice a day. No matter how many deposits, he was 

never known to make a mistake, and everything was entered legibly. Brother Martin Shea 

(Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts) began his years as Rectorôs secretary here at the Venard. 

 



 Many of the Brothers worked at Camp Venard. This was a summer camp that Maryknoll ran 

as a Boyôs Camp. They also had the help of some of the seminarians. They had sports, swimming 

and hiking on a daily basis.  

 

Outside of Maryknoll, New York this was the oldest Brotherôs community. In many cases the 

Brothers here first established bonds with future priests. It seems that nearly everyone has a story 

to tell of the Brothers. It was also the first of the schools that Maryknoll closed in 1966. Brother 

David McKenna and Brother Frederick Steinbach were the last Brothers stationed there. There is 

a wonderful photograph of the last supper at The Venard in the Archives with both Brother David 

and Brother Fred and the three priests who were the last of Maryknollôs presence there. 

 

(Brothers Thomas McCann, Charles Fowley, Martin Barry, Patrick Clerkin, Adrian Riley, 

Stanislaus Kammer, Ambrose van Kempen, Theophane Walsh, Fabian Bunten, and Martin 

Barry were all assigned to the Seattle Japanese Mission. Brother Ronald Rinella and Brother 

Tim Raible served in the Promotion House in Seattle.)  

 

The Diocese of Seattle asked Maryknoll to come west and do work among the Japanese 

there in 1920. The parish was also used as a promotion house. It was a separate parish until it was 

combined with another in the early 1950ôs. Brother Thomas McCann, Brother Charles Fowley, 

Brother Martin Barry, Brother Patrick Clerkin, Brother Adrian Riley, Brother Stanislaus 

Kammer, Brother Theophane Walsh, Brother Philip Morini and Brother Ambrose Van 

Kempen were all assigned there. Most of the Brothers worked in the parish elementary school that 

was staffed by the Maryknoll Sisters.  

 

Some did double duty as bus drivers for the school pickups and deliveries at start and end of 

the school day. In between they also work around the school either in maintenance or in the 

Physical Education area. There are early pictures of unidentified Brother escorting students to the 

bus. 

 



 It has been said that Maryknoll 

Brother Adrian Riley was instrumental 

in setting up the inter school athletic 

league. It was based on the physical 

training program that he had set up at 

the parish and the intra-school and 

interschool matches he set up for the 

various teams. Other Brothers in their 

spare time helped at Mission Promotion 

doing secretarial work for the office.   

 

            During the Second World War 

the Sisters, Fathers and Brothers all 

followed their parishoners to the 

relocation camps they were sent to. They were joined by Maryknollers who were repatriated from 

the Orient in 1942. The Japanese missionaries and the pastors of the parishes in Seattle and Los 

Angeles soon were working at the camps.  Maryknollers served as chaplains to at camps in Idaho, 

Wyoming, California and Arizona. 

 

After the war Maryknoll again took up work in the Seattle parish. In the early 1950ôs the 

Diocese decided to close down the parish and combined it with another. Maryknollôs work was 

done. The Society was given another house. Since then the house in Seattle has been exclusively 

used for Mission Education and Promotion. The Brothers who have been assigned there are 

Brother Ronald Rinella and Brother Tim Raible, the latter being the director of the house for nine 

years. 

 

During the 150th anniversary celebrations for the Archdiocese a book was commissioned on 

the history. The whole Maryknoll community was well praised but special thanks and remembrances 

were given of the work of the Sisters in the elementary school of the parish. 

 

 

(Brothers Mark Dance, Alphonse Gross, Basil Ambs, Bede Horgan, Christopher OôLeary, 

David McKenna, Frank Dolphin, George Lannen, Gregory Grant, Henry Carter, Hilarion 

Flanagan, Joachim Owen, John Brown, John Wohead, Joseph Ziegler, Kenneth Joyce, 

Kieran Stretton, Louis Reinhart, Luke Baldwin, Matthew Quinn, Philip Morini, Pius Antoniolli, 

Brother Adrian Riley 



Robert Brooks, Thomas Hickey, Timothy Shugrue, Vianney Flick and William Neary were all 

assigned to Los Altos) 

 

 Los Altos, near San Jose, was the next school (minor seminary) that Maryknoll opened. It 

was in the Diocese of San Francisco but now is a part of San Jose. The seminarians lived at the 

Maryknoll house and took their classes at Saint Patrickôs the local seminary. Brother Mark Dance 

worked there as a cook or in the kitchen almost from the start of the school until his death in 1943. 

Brother Jerome Roddy (Londonderry, Ireland) worked as a secretary to the rector. 

 

Brother Joachim Owen (Los Angeles, California), in 

addition to his work in the boiler room was also adept at 

physical therapy and was noted for giving massages and was 

kept busy. He worked with the famous Jesuit Glacier priest 

Father Hubbard S.J. and had some of his old films that he 

showed to the students. Brother Joachim at some time in the 

past had been an extra player in Hollywood and also had 

copies of some old silent movie classics that were shown to the 

student seminarians.  

 

He also developed a liking for Opera and ballet and 

would invite another Brother along to see shows in San 

Francisco. Most evenings they would grab a bite at Tommyôs 

restaurant after the shows. Brother Joachim was always very generous and these nights were a 

treat for the other Brother, who would drive the old ñwoodyò station wagon to San Francisco. 

 

 Brother Ambrose Van Kempen, and Brother Joseph Ziegler worked in the boiler room 

and also grounds doing maintenance. Brother Stanislaus Kammer, Brother John Wohead, 

Brother Kenneth Joyce, Brother Vianney Flick, Brother Kieran Stretton, Brother William 

Neary and, Brother David McKenna all worked on maintenance and repaired the cars and did 

carpentry on the building.  Brother Nicholas Connelly and Brother Alphonse Gross worked on 

the grounds. 

 

 Brother Joachim Owen also had a devoted dog named Duke also called Dukie. He built his 

four legged friend a wonderful dog house on the grounds close to the seminary. One night it was 

seen that the doghouse was on fire and men rushed to put it out. As one man turned to place the 

garden hose upon it a cry rang out stopping him. It appears it was an electrical fire. Brother Joachim 

Brother Joachim Owen 



in order to keep his buddy Dukie as warm and comfortable, he had placed an electrical blanket in 

the house and Dukie had exposed the wires and caused the short.  

 

 Brother Hilarion Flanagan, Brother 

Robert Brooks, Brother Christopher OôLeary, 

Brother Martin Shea, and Brother John Brown 

worked in the Business Office and did Procuration 

for the house. The Maryknoll Sisters who were part 

of the Community at Los Altos remember the 

Brothers also. Brother Louis Reinhart is 

remembered for his dressing up with discarded 

goods and doing abbreviated scenes from his 

stage days. The Sisters also remember the 

Christmas Lanterns that were hand made for them 

by Brother Jerome Roddy which they used for the 

procession until they left the school. (Maryknoll 

Sister Helen Phillips to Brother Kevin Dargan 

March 11th, 2010)  

 

In later years, when Los Altos had become a retirement home for Maryknollers, Brother 

Thomas Hickey and Brother John Brown both worked in administration. Brother Duane 

Crockett has taken on a new career during his óthird ageô. He works as a chaplain at the nearby 

Veteranôs hospitals. Brother Duane now in his mid eighties continues to visit the veterans and 

minister to their needs. He and Brother Luke Baldwin also take advantage of specially organized 

trips for seniors in the area and as such are among the more travelled residents at Los Altos. These 

days Los Altos has been used as a vocation retreat / discernment venue enabling men from the 

West Coast to get a chance to search out and understand more of their vocation quest. 

 

 

Most of the Brothers who worked at Los Altos during its seminary days said the Community 

was among the best in the Maryknoll World especially under the Rectorship of Father John 

Lenahan. 

 

 

Brother Louis Reinhart 



 

 

(Brothers Louis Reinhart, Mark Dance, Martin 

Barry and Henry Corcoran were assigned to 

this house) 

 

This mission was under Maryknollôs care 

and direction for around twenty years. It had 

been founded by Father Juniperro Serra and was 

directly off the Camino Real. Traces of the road 

can still be seen at the mission. It was originally 

part of the Japanese Apostolate. Brother Louis 

Reinhart was among the first Maryknollers there. 

He spearheaded the restoration of this very 

important mission. It was under Brother Louis that some of his friends from vaudeville days started 

to help preserve and restore the Mission. There is a wonderful 

picture of Brother Louis greeting an old friend Leo Carillo. Brother 

Martin Barry and Brother Henry Corcoran also served here.  

 

Brother Martin Barry utilized his carpentry skills during the 

restoration of the mission which Maryknoll began. Father John 

Martin wrote a small pamphlet on this mission entitled ñSan Juan 

Sunsetò which was privately published. (This was the mission that 

appeared in the Alfred Hitchcock movie Vertigo.) 

 

 Soon after the Second World War ended the Maryknollers left 

the mission, as the local churches felt that national parishes were not 

the best way for the Diocese to respond to the Catholic population. 

 

 

(Brothers Theophane Walsh, Patrick Clerkin, Charles Fowley, George Lannen, Thomas 

McCann, Paul Chamberlain, Jonathan Zimmermann, Flavian Guglucci, Anselm Petley, 

Charles OôNeill, Peter Agnone, Kenneth Joyce, Duane Crockett, Edward Starrs, William 

Brother Martin Barry 

Brother Henry Corcoran 



McShea, Hilarion Flanagan, Richard Barnes Victor Marshall, John Brown, Stanislaus 

Kammer, Philip Morini, Francis Connolly, Malachi OôRegan, Ambrose Van Kempen, Bernard 

Puthoff,  Venard Ruane, Frank Dolphin, Pierre Hamel, Bonaventure Redman, Owen Walsh, 

Marius Donnelly, Matthew Queen, Benjamin Kneeling, Anthony Kosmo, Edward Murphy, 

Julius Schantz, Dominic Murphy, Leo Shedy and Kieran Stretton were all assigned to the 

Japanese Mission of Saint Francis Xavier, in Los Angeles.)  

 

 This mission was the same as Maryknollôs work in Seattle. Maryknoll Sisters staffed the 

school and the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers were in the parish and did some work in the school. 

Brother Theophane Walsh and Brother Charles Fowley were the first to be assigned to the 

parish along with Father William Kress in 1921. Brother Patrick Clerkin was soon assigned and 

worked the heating plant. This work was considered a mission assignment in the early days. 

 

 Brother Thomas McCann was assigned out to the West Coast and the Japanese mission in 

1920. It was thought that the climate might help his tuberculosis. It did not and he worsened and 

died out there in 1922. In late 2009 work was begun to have his body exhumed and transferred 

back to Maryknoll, New York in time for the centennial celebration. 

 

Brother Paul Chamberlain, Brother Marius Donnelly, Brother Anselm Petley, Brother 

Ambrose Van Kempen, all were part of the carpentry team that worked on the school, church, 

convent and rectory.  

 

 Many of the Brothers worked in the school as bus drivers. Brothers Charles Fowley and 

Paul Chamberlain were among the first to do this type of work. Brother Paul had a few incidents of 

scraping the bus when he was parking it at the end of day that soon convinced him to give up 

driving. This work continued on until the late 1970ôs. The last Brother to hold this job was Brother 

Flavian Gugliucci.  

 

 Brother Peter Agnone, Brother Duane 

Crockett, Brother Victor Marshall, Brother John 

Brown, Brother Stanislaus Kammer, Brother 

Bernard Puthof, Brother Venard Ruane, Brother 

Frank Dolphin, Brother Pierre Hamel, Brother 

Bonaventure Redman, Brother Owen Walsh, 

Brother Leo Shedy and Brother Kieran Stretton 

worked the grounds and maintained the Church, Brother Frank Dolphin 




